North
\5 O{nerset

COUNCIL

Minutes
of the Meeting of

The Licensing Committee
Monday, 14 March 2022

New Council Chamber - Town Hall
Meeting Commenced: 11.00 am Meeting Concluded: 11.20 am

Councillors:

Andy Cole (Chairman)

Stuart McQuillan
lan Parker
Robert Payne
Marcia Pepperall
James Tonkin
Roz Willis

Apologies: Councillors:Caroline Cherry, John Crockford-Hawley and Ann Harley.

Absent: Councillors Peter Bryant, James Clayton, Hugh Gregor, Nicola Holland and Mike
Solomon.

Officers in attendance: Sara Saunders (Solicitor and Senior Legal Advisor), Hazel

Brinton (Democratic Services Officer), Sioux Isherwood (Principal Environmental

Protection & Licensing Officer) and Kellie Trego (Senior Licensing Officer).

LIC4 Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest (Standing Order 37)
None.

LIC5 Minutes 16 November 2021

Resolved: that the minutes of the meeting be approved as a correct record.

LIC6 End of Year Report for the administration and enforcement of all licensing
regimes

The Director of Public Health and Regulatory Services’ representative reported on
the administration and enforcement of all licensing regimes undertaken by the
council.

She presented her report, which detailed the licensing activities undertaken within
the financial year 2021/22 in relation to the functions and responsibilities carried
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out by the North Somerset Licensing Team and amendments to draft revisions
after public consultation of the Licensing Policy under the Licensing Act 2003 and
the Statement of Principles under the Gambling Act 2005.

In presenting her report, she noted the removal from the Licensing Policy of the
Cumulative Impact Area currently in operation but that this could be reinstated with
supporting police evidence should the need arise. She added that the Taxi and
Private Hire Licensing Policy was still valid, so no review had been necessary but
that there had been a large increase in applications from drivers who live out of
the area.

The Director of Public Health and Regulatory Services’ representative brought
members’ attention to the consultation responses received on the draft Statement
of Principles under the Gambling Act 2005 particularly in respect of safeguarding
issues.

Licensing Act 2003

Members asked questions and received clarification on the previously reported
increase in drug use including spiking incidents; the number of instances of public
disorder, the Ask for Angela domestic abuse campaign and the use of a
sponsored salaried taxi driver near to the Mavis bus on Fridays and Saturdays.

Taxi and Private Hire Licensing Policy

Clarification was sought and received on the numbers of applications that may
come to a hearing particularly in relation to drivers who live outside of North
Somerset

Gambling Act 2005

Members sought and received clarification on the use and timing of risk
assessments and safeguarding for children, the extent of the coverage of the
Statement of Principles under the Act and the use of extensions to fee dates.

In concluding discussions, it was

Resolved:

(1) to note the outcomes and challenges to the administration of Licensing
regimes undertaken by the North Somerset Council Licensing Team in this
financial year

(2) to note the changes to the draft revisions of the Licensing Policy under the
Licensing Act 2003 and the Statement of Principles under the Gambling Act 2005
following public consultation

It was further

Recommended to the Council: that the revised Licensing Policy under the

Licensing Act 2003 and the revised Statement of Principles under the Gambling
Act 2005 be adopted by the Council at its meeting in April 2022.
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Chairman
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